HOME IS WHERE YOU FEEL SAFE

1. Introduce one or  more organisations/institutions that help young people who want to take a gap year, work as an au pair or do work and travel abroad.

SERVAS is an international, non-profit, non-governmental federation of national Servas groups, encompassing an international network of hosts and travellers.
The purpose of the network is to help build world peace, goodwill and understanding by providing opportunities for personal contacts among people of different cultures, backgrounds and nationalities.
Servas promotes trust, tolerance, open-mindedness and respect, so that people can live in peaceful coexistence. Its members value understanding of different cultures, gender equality and diversity in ethnicity, ideology, sexuality and nationality.
In times of increased movement of people and globalisation, there is a growing need to promote understanding across borders and cultures. Hospitality and cultural interaction are the essential tools for achieving conditions for people to live in peace and unity.

www.servas.it
LIONS CLUB – The organization’s motto is “Where There's A Need There's A Lion”. Whenever a Lions club gets together, problems get smaller, and communities get better. That is because it helps where help is needed – in its own communities and around the world – with unmatched integrity and energy. The World's Largest Service Club Organization Its 46,000 clubs and 1.4 million members makes it the world's largest service club organization. It is also one of the most effective. Its members do whatever is  needed to help their local communities. Everywhere they work, they make friends. With children who need eyeglasses, with seniors who do not have enough to eat and with people they may never meet.

www.lionsclubs.org

YOUR EUROPE - Your Europe is an EU site designed to help you do things in other European countries – avoiding unnecessary inconvenience and red tape.
This can mean moving, living, studying, working, shopping or simply travelling abroad, also, as a company, doing business abroad.

As an EU national – or national of Iceland, Liechtenstein or Norway – you have certain rights in these areas. These ones may not always be observed when a country has not yet fully implemented the relevant EU law. As an EU national, you are entitled to work, for an employer or as a self-employed person, in any  EU country without needing a work permit. Only Croatian nationals still face temporary restrictions on working in the EU. And while doing so, you are entitled to live there. If you live and work in another EU country, it's important to be aware of the consequences for: your benefits ( sickness, maternity/paternity, pensions, occupational accidents and diseases, death grants, unemployment, early retirement, family, etc.) and where you have to pay tax.

ww.europa.eu

INTERCULTURA – non-profit, volunteer based, educational organisation, promoting intercultural learning through student exchanges.  Intercultura  is a non-governmental organisation, recognised by the Italian government, operated by over 4,000 volunteers in 147 chapters all over Italy, and belonging to the international networks of AFS Intercultural Programs and of EFIL, the European Federation for Intercultural Learning. Thanks to these affiliations  Intercultura has a consultative status at the Unesco and in the Council of Europe.
As an AFS partner, Intercultura promotes and offers a lifelong intercultural learning experience, sending every year about 1.800 Italian high school pupils to live and study abroad, and welcomes in Italy young students from all over the world, hosting them in Italy in its families and schools.
For almost 60 years  Intercultura has been offering to an increasing number of families the opportunity to host a young student coming from another country. Hosting a young student from another country implies the constant comparison with different habits and the chance to see the world from another point of view. Guided meetings between cultures can generate new intercultural competences that help to solve or to prevent potential conflicts. That is why, thanks to its years long experience, Intercultura can walk at the side of the students and their families for all the period of their intercultural growth. Foreign  students interested in participating into an exchange program in Italy have to apply through the partner organisation affiliated to Intercultura and AFS. 
www.intercultura.it
WORKAWAY Volunteer and cultural exchange, integrate in local communities around the world through Workaway.Workaway.info is a site set up to promote fair exchange between budget travellers, language learners or culture seekers and families, individuals or organizations who are looking for help with a range of varied and interesting activities. A few hours honest help per day in exchange for food and accommodation and an opportunity to learn about the local lifestyle and community, with friendly hosts in varying situations and surroundings. It promotes cultural understanding between different peoples and lands throughout the world.
It enables people travelling on a limited budget to fully appreciate living and working in a foreign environment.
It promotes the exchange between people from different nationalities, and gives a chance for volunteers to contribute to a cause.
How Workaway.info works: Workaway.info holds a database of families, individuals or organisations in an extensive range of different countries who have registered with us and are looking for volunteer help in a huge range of different fields. From painting to planting, building to babysitting and shopping to shearing, Workaway.info aims to introduce working travellers and language learners to like minded hosts, without having to pay expensive agency fees. Its hosts are  based in many different countries with more and more signing up every day.

www.workaway.info

2. Introduce a university in your country which is popular with both national and international students. Explain what makes it so attractive.
· “Politecnico di Torino”
Address: Castle of Valentino - Viale Pier Andrea Mattioli, 39 - 10125 Torino (TO) – Architecture

                  Main Campus - Corso Duca degli Abruzzi, 24 - 10129 Torino (TO) - Engineering

                  Design and Sustainable Mobility Citadel - Corso Luigi Settembrini, 178 - 10135 Torino (TO)

                  Lingotto building - Via Nizza, 230 - 10126 Torino (TO) – Master School
Phone:  Switchboard - Tel.:+39 011 090 6100

               Registrar's office - Call Center:  Tel.:+39 011 090 6254 (Mon-Fri: 13:30am to 3:30pm)

                                                                       Fax:+39 011 090 7959
Website:  www.polito.it
· International students:
The university has around 32,000 students, with 50% from outside the region and about 15% who are foreigners - the highest percentage in Italy.
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· Requirements:
To be eligible for admission at the Politecnico di Torino, you must have completed Upper Secondary School, hold a Diploma, and have attended school for at least 12 years.
If in your Country (whether it is a EU member or not) school lasts less than 12 years, you have to produce the following documents:
1.  if your higher education ends after 10 years 
 

·  High School Diploma
·  Certification with ALL the passed exams scheduled in the first two academic years at home university

2.  if your higher education ends after 11 years 
 

·  High School Diploma
·  Certification with ALL the passed exams scheduled in the first academic year at home university.

3.  otherwise you have to hand in a higher degree obtained in a post-secondary professional institution.
Furthermore, to be enrolled in the Politecnico you are required to take an admission test and meet  Language Requirements for A.Y. 2015-16. 

Chinese students: they need to own the Gao Kao certification to  enroll . The minimum requested score is 380.

· Fees: 
Courses and exams at Politecnico require the payment of university fees that are fixed every year by the Administration of Politecnico according to agreements with students’ representatives in the main government bodies. 
The following items are also included in university fees:
· Regional tax for university right to study, to be paid completely to EDISU - Regional Body for University Study Right (140.00 Euros). 

· Accident insurance premium that Politecnico contracts for all its students (3.53 Euros);

· Flat-rate contribution for copyrights to be paid by each student to SIAE (Italian Authors and Editors Association) (1.31 Euros);

· Stamp tax (16 Euros).
If you are enrolled as full-time student at the academic year 2014/2015 and your performance has been good, you can obtain a partial merit reimbursement of fees. 

The merit reimbursement amounts to 104 Euros.  
· Scholarships:
It’s possible to get a scholarship at” Politecnico di Torino”. There are many scholarships reserved to international students  which concern different studies. One of this projects it is  called “eni project - petroleum engineering”. It offers to international students the possibility to receive a scholarship and other benefits to graduate from the Politecnico di Torino attending the Master of Science program in Petroleum Engineering. This project is financed  by  Eni Exploration & Production and Eni Corporate University. The length of the program is 2 years full time and corresponds to 120 ECTS credits.

Another interesting project is the “Verrès campus project”, it offers the possibility to receive a scholarship attending a Bachelor of Science program in Computer Engineering at the Verrès campus, but the courses are held in Italian. This initiative is promoted by the Politecnico di Torino and is supported by Regione Valle d'Aosta.

The “SELECT Erasmus mundus” project involves research oriented Master program within the guidelines of the Bologna process, whose focus is on Energy Technologies. SELECT students have the possibility to gain a broad view of Sustainable Energy Systems thanks to the mobility requirements of the Master program.

Last but not least, the “Compagnia di San Paolo” Project offers the possibility to study academic program in Engineering or Architecture.

Finally there are other kind of scholarships, which are reserved to people from countries as Colombia and France.

· Hostels/flats:
“Politecnico di Torino” does not have own students’ halls of residence, therefore it has drawn up some agreements with private housing facilities and associations, with the aim of supporting students in the search of a lodging and of a co-housing option.

With other organizations, provides support to the study attendance and life of students through the following benefits, granted by public competition: accommodation service and scholarship.

For students who live far away from the university, there is the possibility to be hosted in public students campus and private ones. Anyway to get this chance you have to pass an exam and have a high score of your exams at Politecnico.

Private Campus are “Collegio Universitario Renato Einaudi”, “Campus Lingotto” and “Campus San Paolo”.  In many of these campus fees are based on the annual income of your family.

If you prefer to rent a flat with your friends or alone, you can find it near the school or in  Turin.

3. Conduct an interview with a person who has been abroad for at least a year either taking a gap year or studying or working and travelling.
We interviewed Isabela, a teenager from Argentina that studied in our school (Liceo Scientifico e Classico Pellico-Peano), and Karim (+34), our acquaintance that has lived between Lithuania and Italy and now currently in Australia.
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Name: Isabela 

How old are you? 18

What country have you been to? I stayed in Cuneo, Italy.

Why did you go there? Because I wanted to have the experience of living somewhere different for a while and learning a new language.

how long did you stay there? I stayed in Cuneo for 10 months.

What expectations did you have? My expectation was to be independent from my family, I realized that I can do stuff on my own and  also made me learn more about myself. 

Did you meet your expectations?  Please explain. Yes, because this experience changed me a lot. Now I’m more self-confident and determined.

What did you like most about your stay there? I loved my host-family, the city and the food, specially pizza and pasta.

What didn’t you like? I didn’t like the disorganization and the old mindset of the Italian government.

Can you describe your best and your worst experience you gained there, please? My best experience was to see snow for the first time, while the worst one  was to leave my Italian friends.

Is there something about the country  which you still miss? The authenticity of people.

Would you recommend others to go there? Why (not)? Yes,  I recommend it because it was a great experience, a very good way to learn a new language quickly and learning about other culture and people, it also made me learn more about myself and meeting really nice people.

Have you benefitted from your stay there? What have you learned?  It has been a great opportunity to get to know different places and people that you wouldn’t otherwise have met in your life, having new experiences, learning a new language, living in another culture and knowing more about yourself.

What piece of advice would you give to young people who want to do the same? My advice is: don’t have fear and live this experience.
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Name: Karim

-What are your first experiences of work or study abroad? My first trips are as a tourist and also an opportunity to open my cultural horizons.

My friend began his adventure with the Erasmus program and asked me to visit him in Klaipeda, Lithuania. There, I will know what will become my wife.  With the advent of the crisis I moved  to Italy with his family, but once you are infected by the "virus migratory" In 2014, after a visit to Stockholm, I took the plane to Australia, to Melbourne. I currently work for an Australian startup.
-In your choice did it  count more the desire for adventure and discovery of places and cultures or the needed for personal fulfillment, understood as training, skills acquisition and work placement? It all started as a "play", but once things got pretty  serious, emigration has become a need  for me. Seeing countries like Lithuania which are objectively definitely poorer than Italy, but they are some ways much more advanced, it makes you realize that Italy is a country that you hold in your heart for what the beautiful things it has given you, but which is not able to give stability. In Australia meritocracy is king, if you commit and prove yourselves   enable to earn it that  doesn't matter if you are "daddy's boy"

-What obstacles did you meet? In English it is called "culture shock". This is the hardest part, understanding that you are not the "right" that matter in another country the right way to live, at most you have a subjective point of view, influenced by your culture of origin, the way you live, but it isn't the only right way to live . Another difficulty is the language. Knowing English helps beginning and is a must to know it, but if the local language is not English, at some point you have to get in your head that you have to learn the local language. The local language is the bridge to the culture of your travel destination, you can not be part of a community if you don't speak the local language.

-is  it worth ? Yes absolutely. Become a citizen of the world is the best gift that you can get. In recent years I have had the opportunity to travel to Europe, visiting many countries and above all to know many different people. The open-mindedness that results from these experiences is priceless. Traveling is a way to compare themselves, the world is really  big and there are a lot of interesting people out there.

-How much did experiences abroad affect our life in general? The experience abroad has completely changed the way of living and thinking. Being in close contact with different cultures puts you in a position where everything is a question, even what you thought was a pivotal point in your life.

-How do you imagine your life today if you hadn't had the opportunity to come out of national borders? Limited. If you do not take a trip, you will be limited. I speak not only work-wise. I have two children aged 9 to 4 years. Both are bilingual, both have lived in Italy and in Lithuania and now begin their adventure in Australia. Imagine what this experience means to them, how will their different way of thinking than children who have never left the country where they were born.

-What would you recommend to a young person who is finishing his studies in high school? First not to "judge" himself as  inadequate. Many young people think they are not enough "and that this" to undertake an experience abroad. In reality it is not, the determination and good will are the things that you need. Obviously you have to know English, or at least it would be better to know enough before we left, but it is not mandatory. You can learn on the go, in the end being 18 years old  is not acceptable to have perfect English.

-How much are young people willing to move or untied from its roots? It  depends on comfort.  The Italians are famous abroad for mammon and stay at home mom to up to 40 years. In the north of Europe it is normal to have a baby at 22, 23. 

Indro Montanelli in an interview before his death speaks of Italians abroad and says that there is no future for Italy, but for the  Italians there is a bright future. The Italian adapts to the new country, but after two generations they are  no longer Italian, their children speak the local language and what remains of Italy is just their surname. It's not a sad thing, it  is simply the evolution, but be sure …the food will be Italian forever.
www.karimblog.net
